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P r i n c i p a l 's  M es s a ge  
Every school day counts in a child's academic life...

A missed school day is a lost opportunity for students to learn. We know that an
increased accountability (CAASPP California School Dashboard) the connection
between student attendance and learning is being studied more than ever
before. We all know that the primary rationale for high-quality attendance data
is the relationship between student attendance and student achievement.
Teacher effectiveness is the strongest school-related determinant of student
success, but chronic student absence reduces even the best teacher's ability to
provide learning opportunities. Students who attend school regularly have been
shown to achieve at higher levels than students who do not have regular
attendance. This relationship between attendance and achievement may appear
early in a child's school career. A recent study looking at young children found
that absenteeism in kindergarten was associated with negative first grade
outcomes such as greater absenteeism in subsequent years and lower
achievement in reading, math, and general knowledge. That being said thank
you to all for your continued efforts in ensuring that students are attending
school on a daily basis. At Palm School we have a goal of 97% attendance rate.
Congratulations to the following classes for having the highest percentage rate
of student attendance for the month of March. They are Mrs. Nora Celis
(99.08%), Mr. Josh Almaguer (96.78%), Ms. Leticia Magana (98.40%), Mr. Mark
McNealley (98.25%), Mrs. Anavela/Mrs. Sandy Cerda (97.98%) and Mrs. Julie
Capistran (96.15%).

Learning Director's Blog
It is hard to believe that we are one week away from Spring Break.  We are
all on crunch time as we try and use every instructional minute to teach
standards that have not been taught yet and making sure that
we spiral review in order to ensure that  our students are ready for the
CAASPP.  As I walk classrooms I am able to see bell to bell instruction and
the G.I.F.T. daily.  Students are busy working on projects, writing pieces and
continuing the daily classroom grind.  Keep up the good work teachers.
 
Today we had visitors from Dinuba come
and visit our K-3 Daily 5 team and our DEN.
We started the meeting with presenting our
data and success stories.  They had lots of
questions and were busy taking notes of
what they saw or heard.  They gave lots of
praise to our teachers and walked away
with new take aways that they want to
implement in their classroom.  It is very
rewarding to hear them talk so highly of
our classrooms and campus.  Thank you
PALM FAMILY for always being willing to open
your doors to visitors and always providing
the GIFT to our students!
 

 Coaching Archives

On Tuesday the K-2 ELA coaches participated in a lesson study as a part of the
district’s CALLI initiative. Second grade coaches have been working on implementing
RIRA with written response to target those higher level thinking reading standards in
their own classes. This week we did a lesson study to really fine tune our instructional
strategies before we roll it out to second grade. Through the lesson study we were
able to tweak our questioning to facilitate discussions throughout the RIRA. These
discussions guide students’ thinking processes so they can write about what was
read. The writing is an on demand writing and it really allows us to see where students
are in their processing of a text and writing skills. It is a great informal way to see
what needs the students have and how to adjust our instruction or small groups to
meet their needs. It has been a very informative process for the coaches and I think
teachers will appreciate the informal data this will provide for instruction!
 
Christy Rodriguez
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Night at the 21st Century Museum

It was very exciting to see the students
engaging in there Egg Drop project and
looking like knowledgeable
scholars. They carried themselves like
powerful communicators while sharing
their science discoveries with other
members of the 21st century
event.  The students that represented
Palm school made us proud! Way to go
Jayden, Alberto, Nuviah, Isaiah!

Spring
Monday, April 8th  Hat and Sunglasses day
 
Tuesday, April 9th  Baseball Jersey day
 
Wednesday, April 10th  Neon day
 
Thursday, April 11th  Hawaiian day
 
Friday, April 12th  Palm Green Spirit day

COLLEGE & CAREER NEWS 
The College of the Day is Pepperdine University 

 
 
 
 

Pepperdine University is a private
research university that is committed to
the highest standards of academic
excellence. Pepperdine is located near
Malibu, California. Students are
strengthened for lives of purpose, service,
and leadership. Consistently ranked as one
of the most beautiful places to study,
Pepperdine is where you are inspired to
learn as you learn to inspire. Pepperdine
has top-ranked programs of study, in
business, education, psychology, law,
liberal arts, and public policy.

Career News!! 
"Marine Biologist"

 
 
 
 
 

A Marine Biologist is a fish specialist or a
biologist who studies marine life. Marine life are
the plants, animals, and other organisms that live
in the ocean. A marine biologist is someone who
studies all types of sea creatures. They can
choose to specialize in studying large ocean
animals and all the way down to organisms that
they can only see with a microscope . Marine
biologist study everything from whales, to
plankton, seaweed, all the creepy crawlies,
dolphins, whales, sharks, and everything else
that lives in the ocean.
 
There are key skills that are needed to be a
research marine biologist. These skills are critical
thinking, reading comprehension, complex
problem-solving, judgement, decision making,
mathematics, speaking, and writing. Active
learning skills such as being able to use
analytical, scientific, graphics, and photo imaging
are also important. Become a marine biologist!

Shout Outs

Shout out to Anavela for picking up the Kiwanis lunches and delivering them to the teachers who
purchased them, Thank you.
 
Thank you to Sally and Anna M. for always willing to help Gina and I in the office.
 
Shout out to Gary, Nancy and Gracie for being such great team players during our SST marathon.
 
Shout out to Janie and Palmira for helping with ELPAC testing.  Your help is greatly appreciated.
 
I would like to shout out Juan and Erik for always helping with any special request on GAME DAYS!
The players and I appreciate all that you do for us. Our site always looks fantastic!
 
Shout out to the K-3 Daily 5 team for allowing visitors to come into your classrooms to see the
great things that are happening in your classrooms.
 
Just wanted to give a shout out to Ashlee Stewart for being named employee of the month for
Palm! I’m very proud to have her on my team and excited for what she brings to our students
through physical education! 
 
I would like to thank Juan for taking the time to modify my clock and hang it with special equipment,
and then have to come back and clean up a personal mess from one of my students.
 
Shout out to Aundre for helping me with Nearpod!
 
Shout out to Josefa and Gina for always helping me with my last minute crazy ideas! TEAMWORK!
 
 
 

 
H av e  a  w o n d e r f u l  w e e k e n d ! !

Mrs. Castillo

Upcoming Events
Monday, April 8

Big Smile Dental Clinic 
 

Tuesday, April 9
Parenting Partners meeting in Room 26

Extended PL day
 

Wednesday, April 10
 

Thursday, April 11
College Thursday

Palm School Duck and Cover Drill
1st Grade Family Night @ 5 p.m.

Basketball game Palm vs Cutler @ Cutler
 

Friday, April 12
Spirit Day
Short day 

 
 
 
 

5th Grade 
CAST Testing 

April 9-11

K-2 ELPAC
Testing 

April 8-12


